
How can I share a recording of this webinar?
A recording of this webinar can be found here.

Is the ENVI Modeler a new module?
No, ENVI Modeler is part of the core ENVI 5.5 software. It’s not an extra module and you don’t need to pay any additional 
costs.

Is an IDL license required for the Modeler?
No, an IDL license is not required for the basic functionality in the Modeler. However, there are some features that will not 
work without an IDL license. For example, generating IDL code from your model requires an IDL license.

How do I set up ENVIpy?
ENVIpy is a Python package so once you have a license for ArcGIS and ENVI you’ll get this python package. It’s just a simple 
pip install. We have some documentation on our website for exactly how that’s done. Essentially all you do is bring up your 
Windows command, do a pip install, and then you should be able to open up ENVI and have that template right there with 
that toolbox available.

Is the ENVI package included in the license of ArcGIS Pro?
ENVIpy currently ships with neither product and is open source under the MIT license.  It will work with all three levels of 
the ArcGIS desktop license (basic, standard, advanced) and an ENVI Engine license is needed for ENVI to run analytics.  We 
currently have standalone windows installers for ArcMap and ArcGIS Pro that will install ENVIpy.

Does ENVI support WorldView-4 imagery?
Yes, we are Platinum partners with DigitalGlobe and we have WorldView-2, 3, and 4 readily available and readable on 
ENVI.

What is the difference between ENVIpy and Python Bridge?
ENVIpy is going to be a separate package that we send you. We have our IDL Python Bridge that allows you to convert your 
IDL code into python script and run it that way. The ENVIpy wraps our tasks into geoprocessing tools where you can pull 
them into your environment that way.

What version of Python is used?
We officially support Python 2.7.5 or newer versions including Python 3 although to support 2.7.5 you must first install pip 
or else the software will not install for that version.

Can I run ENVI Models in ArcMap or ArcPro?
Yes, with a click of a button you can send the models you have created into ArcMap or ArcPro.

WEBINAR Q&A
What’s New in ENVI 5.5

HarrisGeospatial.com

http://www.harrisgeospatial.com/Company/Events/Webinar/Webinar-Detail/TabId/2721/ArtMID/10251/ArticleID/22371/Whats-New-in-ENVI-55.aspx
http://envi-py-for-arcgis.readthedocs.io/en/latest/
http://www.harrisgeospatial.com/docs/Python.html
http://envi-py-for-arcgis.readthedocs.io/en/latest/
http://HarrisGeospatial.com


How does the ENVI Modeler relate to ArcGIS Model Builder?
The ENVI Modeler and ArcGIS Model Builder are similar applications that allow users to generate workflows without 
needing to write any code, but they are completely separate from one another. The ENVI Modeler and ArcGIS Model Builder 
do not directly interact with one another. However, you can send your models to ArcPro or ArcMap directly from the ENVI 
Modeler and use the toolbox items in the ArcGIS Model Builder.

Is ENVIpy used in ArcMap as well?
Yes, you can use the same Python package for ArcPro or ArcMap.

Can ENVI manage point cloud data?
We have a module called ENVI LiDAR which is a separate module where we can visualize and extract features from point 
cloud data. So out-of-the-box, completely automated, you can take your last file or your point clouds and create orthopho-
tos, elevation models whether that’s a DEM or DSM, and you can extract trees, powerlines, and building footprints. From 
there you can put those directly into your ENVI or Arc environment as vector or shape files. 

Have machine learning algorithms been used in ENVI analytics?
Yes, at Harris we’ve been doing a lot of machine learning specifically deep learning using neural networks. We have not 
integrated that into our ENVI product as tools or extensions. Right now we have just been using it to do custom projects. 
We’re working on getting that into our core product, it just didn’t make it into ENVI 5.5.

Any new features for time series analysis (spatiotemporal analysis)?
There’s no specific features have been added with that, but you can use the ENVI Modeler to very easily create custom 
workflows that perform temporal analysis. One of the nicest features of the ENVI Modeler is that is makes it so easy to take 
all of your data, re-grid it, stack it into a common spatial grid without needing to do any programming. From there you can 
use those 180-200 ENVI tasks in very creative ways to extract the information you’re looking for.

Is Opticalscape an extra module? Or will it be at the basic version?
ENVI Opticalscape is a separate module and is not part of basic ENVI.

The GOES-16 data, is there support for GOES-16 in ENVI as well? I am specifically interested in Sea Surface 
Temp (SST) Level 2 data and batch geoprocessing it to GeoTIFFs.
Yes, there is also support for GOES-16 data in ENVI. If you want to generate a GeoTIFF, then you will need to reproject the 
data to a standard projection first. You can do this in ENVI using the “Reproject GLT with Bowtie Projection.” You need to 
go through this extra step because the GOES data does not have a standard projection such as WGS-84.
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